THE   GERMAN   CAULDRON

During the same year the Communists rose at Ham-
burg, and in 1922 Hoelz, a friend of the Soviets, also
attempted a coup. He was forced to flee to Russia,
where, like others among the Red Tsar's servants, he
was subsequently executed by Stalin.

From the clash of interests and the subterranean
convulsions of a Germany ignored by the German
leaders and the European Powers, two political move-
ments arose, that of the extreme Right and of the ex-
treme Left. At first the more moderate elements pre-
vailed in both. But, while Western Europe rested on
its laurels, Russia was perpetually alert, and never lost
sight of the ups and downs of German politics. Zino-
viev, the leader of the Russian Comintern, who has
also since been executed by Stalin, succeeded in play-
ing a leading role at the Halle Congress of the Socialist
Party. I was still a student then, and, being obliged to
earn a living, attended the Congress in the capacity
of correspondent of a Dutch newspaper and a Swiss
periodical. I have rarely heard such a gifted and
eloquent person as Zinoviev. In a seven-hour speech
he succeeded in splitting the Socialist Party and con-
verting half its adherents to Communism. The
majority of the U.S.P.D. subsequently formed the
K.P.D., the Communist Party of Germany, and the
latter soon became the spearhead of the extreme Left
movement.

The Right consisted of the Stahlhelm ('steel-
helmets'), led by Seldte and Diisterberg, and the
National-Socialist German Workers' Party (the
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